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MAKE NOTE OF BCSB BOARD DEVELOPMENT SERIES 
SCHEDULE CHANGES! 

Dates and times for Buckeye Charter School Boards’ upcoming Winter 
Series Board Development sessions for board members and school 
leaders/administrators have changed and are now scheduled for: 

January 26, noon to 1 p.m. 
February 17, noon to 1 p.m.   
March 15, 4 to 5 p.m. 

The February and March series sessions will feature charter school expert 
Dr. Brian L. Carpenter, author of Charter School Board University and 
former CEO of the National Charter Schools Institute. 

CELEBRATE NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK! 

January 23-29 is National School Choice Week (NSCW) – an opportunity to 
celebrate parent access to the very best K-12 education options for their 
children!  Started in 2011, NCSW has 
grown into the world’s largest 
celebration of opportunity in 
education including traditional public 
schools, public charter schools, 
magnet schools, private schools, 
online academies and homeschooling.  
NSCW is a nonpartisan, nonpolitical public awareness effort encouraging all 
Americans to get involved and to have their voices heard. Access resources 
and/or learn more online at: https://schoolchoiceweek.com/. 

LAWSUITS HAVE POTENTIAL CHARTER, VOUCHER 
STUDENT IMPACT 

Two lawsuits have been filed in Franklin County with potential impact for 
charter and private school students who receive transportation services 
from their local districts and students who attend private schools using state 
vouchers. 

The lawsuit filed by Groveport Madison Schools against the Ohio 
Department of Education (ODE) seeks to block the agency’s plan to 
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LAWSUITS — continued 

withhold nearly $700,000 from the central Ohio district’s February 
transportation payment for failing to bus private and charter school 
students.  Groveport Madison Schools and three other districts were subject 
to fines during the 2020-2021 school year. 

The Ohio Coalition for Equity & Adequacy of School Funding – the coalition 
of school districts that filed the DeRolph lawsuit in which the Ohio Supreme 
Court declared the Buckeye State’s K-12 funding system unconstitutional – 
seeks a permanent injunction to block funding for private school 
scholarships for K-12 students. 

Both represent an unfortunate attack on school choice, with the voucher 
lawsuit described as “wasteful” in a joint statement released by Buckeye Institute, School Choice Ohio 
and Thomas B. Fordham Institute.

NEW MICHIGAN LAW TEMPORARILY EXPANDS SUBSTITUTE  
TEACHER ELIGIBILITY 

A new Michigan state law addresses teacher shortages during the COVID-19 pandemic by allowing 
any school employee with a high school diploma – including administrative staff, bus drivers and 
cafeteria workers -- to serve as a substitute teacher during the 2021-2022 school year.  Under normal 
circumstances, Michigan schools may only employ substitute teachers who have earned a minimum of 
60 semester hours of college credit. 

Supporters see the new law as providing reasonable flexibility during a global health crisis, while 
critics, like the Michigan teachers’ union, say it “undermines the quality of education.” 

What do you think?  If you were a legislator, would you support or oppose a similar law?   
Vote here: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/oZdu5IC/BCSBnewsletterpoll 

A TIP FROM BOBBY BUCKEYE 

Turn to Bobby for tips on proper parliamentary 
procedure as outlined in Robert’s Rules of Order 
which governs the meetings of many types of 
organizations including charter school boards.

CONGRATS, CONNECTIONS! 

Congratulations to 
Ohio Connections 
Academy for being 
named a “School of 
Distinction” by global 
education network Cognia for exemplifying 
excellence in educational leadership and 
offering dynamic programming that effectively 
meets students’ needs. 

The K-12 online school, sponsored by the Ohio 
Council of Community Schools, serves about 
5,400 diverse students from across the Buckeye 
State, more than 40 percent of whom are 
economically disadvantaged.  Connections 
Board President, Gene Schuster, also is a 
member of BCSB’s Board of Directors. 
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