
 

 
 
 
Letter to the editor submitted to The Columbus Dispatch 
 
I write in response to the January 21 editorial “State must clean up ECOT mess.” 
 
While I agree that addressing students’ needs should be the highest priority, I strongly 
disagree with the Dispatch’s position that the unfortunate situation surrounding the 
Electronic Classroom of Tomorrow’s closure mid-school year is “the direct result of weak 
state charter-school laws.” 
 
The National Alliance for Public Charter Schools (NAPCS) – well-known within the 
education community for its strong commitment to quality – ranked Ohio 21st (of 44 
states) in its 2017 publication, Measuring Up to the Model: A Ranking of State Charter 
Public School Laws. 

The report notes that Ohio “provides sufficient autonomy and accountability to charter 
public schools,” but also identifies potential areas of improvement including removing 
geographic caps (which only allows brick and mortar charters in about 10 percent of 
Ohio’s school districts) and ensuring charters equitable operational funding and access 
to capital funding and facilities. 

The Ohio Legislature has already addressed the issue that led to ECOT’s situation 
through passage of charter school reform legislation (H.B. 2) in 2015, which requires e-
schools to keep accurate records of each student’s daily participation in learning 
opportunities in a manner that can be easily submitted to the Ohio Department of 
Education (ODE) and Auditor of State. 
 
The bill has been celebrated by both charter critics and supporters for its sweeping 
reforms, aimed at increasing accountability and transparency for all charter school 
stakeholders – from ODE and sponsors, to school boards and operators.   
 
E-schools are often schools of last resort for many students unsuccessful in traditional 
brick-and-mortar public schools for a variety of reasons.  Sadly, ECOT’s mid-year closure 
will likely result in too many students simply dropping out of school, likely sealing their 
fates to lives of poverty. 
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