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A message from the BCSB chair 

It was a real pleasure to host Buckeye Charter School Boards’ (BCSB) recent in-person 
statewide conference -- Bridge to Excellence -- in Columbus.  I enjoyed connecting with a 
diverse group of board members from across the state, and representatives of Ohio’s 
charter school management organizations, sponsors, 
school superintendents, treasurers and vendors. 

Strong organizations evolve over time and those 
who lead them must monitor the needs of various 
stakeholders and the communities they serve.  
Engaging one-on-one with a diverse group of charter 
school stakeholders at the conference was 
particularly useful as the BCSB board considers its 
best path forward.   

We solicited input from conference participants on 
needs that exist within our community and how 
BCSB can serve to address them.  Their responses 
reflect a shared interest in expanding BCSB’s 
visibility, role and activities – from engagement with legislators and other policymakers, 
to being the united voice of Ohio’s charter school community.  Some noted the need to 
promote charter school success stories.  Others suggested expansion of BCSB’s current 
efforts to provide charter school board members with useful resources and a better 
understanding of significant complex changes in Ohio’s K-12 public education system. 

I’ve shared the full list of input offered by conference participants with members of 
BCSB’s board for consideration and discussion, and look forward to achieving consensus 
around our top priorities.   

I encourage those of you who were unable to attend the conference to learn more about 
BCSB through its website: www.buckeyecharterboards.org.  I also welcome your 
thoughts on needs within our community and BCSB’s future direction.  Feel free to email 
me at Rod@BuckeyeCharterBoards.org or BCSB Administrator Sally Perz at 
Sally@BuckeyeCharterBoards.org.  

I hope you all enjoy this first issue of BCSB’s newsletter featuring highlights from our 
recent conference. 

THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS GRADUATE LEVEL SPONSORS! 
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THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS TUTOR LEVEL SPONSORS! 
Charter School Specialists; Focus Learning Academies & Focus North High School; Goodson Co., LLC; MARCUM 
Accountants - Advisors; Massa Financial Solutions, LLC; Nicola, Gudbranson & Cooper, LLC; Oakmont Education; 
Ohio Council of Community Schools; and, psi.

BCSB’s Vice President Eric Fankhauser 
(left) and Chair Rod Hale (right) welcomed 
longtime charter supporter Lt. Governor 
Jon Husted whose keynote presentation — 
Ensuring Educational Opportunities for 
Ohio’s Children — was well received.

Congratulations to Penn 
Berens, Board Director, 
Ohio Construction 
Academy — winner of the 
iPal Robot sponsored by 
BCSB and psi.

The Friday evening networking reception was a great opportunity to connect with friends — old and new!

Special thanks to Jim Goenner and the 
National Charter Schools Institute for 
partnering with BCSB in hosting a 
dynamic conference.

BCSB Administrator Sally Perz and psi President 
Steve Rosenberg share a laugh.
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