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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

BCSB’s Winter Series Board Development sessions are set for January 
20, February 17 and March 17, from 9 to 10 a.m. via Zoom.  The January 
session will focus on practical ways to support charter school leaders and 
staff, retaining those currently on the job.  Invite your school leaders and 
EMO representatives to join you in this powerful one-hour session.  Watch 
for more details on this opportunity to stabilize your school in these 
challenging times! 

Buckeye Charter School Board’s 2021 
statewide conference was a big hit, 
with many participants requesting 
that it once again become an annual 
event.  The BCSB Board has been 
quick to respond, already setting the 
dates – October 27 & 28 – for the 
2022 event.  Have ideas about topics 
you’d like to see addressed as part of 
the meeting agenda?  Email your 
conference ideas to: info@buckeyecharterboards.org. 

BCSB SETS THE RECORD STRAIGHT! 

Charter schools have been an important part of Ohio’s K-12 system of public 
education for more than two decades, yet confusion, misperceptions and 
blatantly false information are still commonplace.  Buckeye Charter School 
Boards (BCSB) is always on the lookout for opportunities to better inform 
policymakers and the general public about charter school accountability and 
performance, and why the parents of nearly 114,000 Ohio children 
continue to choose charter schools. 

On December 15, The Lima News ran a story about a local school forced to 
close mid-school year “due to critical financial circumstances,” inaccurately 
referring to the Leo Academy as a “private charter school.”   

Several days later, The Lima News published a letter to the editor from a 
reader who referred to the Leo Academy as a “privately owned charter 
Continued on pg. 2

 www.buckeyecharterboards.org      419.385.0550   

http://www.buckeyecharterboards.org
mailto:info@buckeyecharterboards.org


2
2

BCSB SETS THE RECORD STRAIGHT! — continued 
school”.  Her letter includes other falsehoods, including a statement that “charter schools do not have 
to take tests or have to be audited, or have to send in financial projections.”  She bashed Senate 
President Matt Huffman -- a Lima resident and long-time school choice supporter – claiming he “wants 
to destroy public schools and give all money to charter schools.” 

BCSB Board Chair Rod Hale and Administrator Sally Perz took quick action to set the record straight in 
response to the original news story and letter.  Read what BCSB stated in its letter to the editor 
published on January 1. 

Clearing the air on charter vs. private
I write in response to a news story (Dec. 15: Lima’s Leo Academy to close Friday) and letter to 
the editor (Dec. 21: Leo Academy speaks volumes about charter schools) regarding the recent 
closure of the Leo Academy.  Both include a very significant error in referring to Leo Academy 
as a “private charter school.”  Leo Academy is private, but it is not a charter school!
The news story and the letter both reference EdChoice 
Scholarships, but the reporter and letter writer clearly 
do not understand that EdChoice Scholarships are 
exclusively for use in private schools.  Ohio has two 
types of private schools, neither of which are charter 
schools.  
A quick search on the Ohio Department of Education’s 
website reveals that there is no state report card for the 
Leo Academy – a clear indication that it is not a public 
school.
Letter writer Catherine Heitz is incorrect in her 
statements regarding charter schools.  Charter schools 
are public schools that are subject to state audits, required to administer the same state 
assessments as traditional (district) public schools, and subject to public records laws.  They 
are, in fact, held to the highest level of standard for academic outcomes: those that fail to 
perform are subject to Ohio’s automatic closure laws which are among the toughest in the 
nation.
Rod Hale, Chairman
Buckeye Charter School Boards, Inc.

UPDATED RESOURCES IN DEMAND 

BCSB has received lots of requests for its updated Ohio Charter School Board Member Orientation Guide 
and Ohio Education Acronym Guide — but it’s not too late to get copies for your new and seasoned 
board members.  Download your free copy at https://www.buckeyecharterboards.org/resources or for 
hard copy printed versions contact BCSB at info@buckeyecharterboards.org. 
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