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BLOOMBERG ANNOUNCES $750 MILLION FOR 
CHARTER EXPANSION 

Former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg announced that he will 
contribute $750 million in funding to open new, high-quality charter 
schools with leadership and staff members that reflect students’ diversity 
– and to help existing charter schools grow -- in an opinion editorial 
published by The Wall Street Journal on December 2. 

The “broken” state of the U.S. education system serves as the motivation 
for his philanthropic gift.  “Instead of giving students the skills they need 
to succeed in college or in a trade, the public education system is 
handing them diplomas that say more about their attendance record 
than their academic achievement,” Bloomberg said. 

He points out that the teachers’ unions job is to represent the interests of 
members, not to set education policy, and that the unions are, in fact, 
part of the problem.   

In an article published by Chalkbeat on December 9, Matt Barnum notes 
that Bloomberg will face political opposition to his efforts to expand 
charter schools, including in cities and states where charters have 
historically been welcome.  The fact that traditional public school 
enrollment decreased – and charter school enrollment rose – during the 
pandemic may increase opposition.  With greater competition from 
charters, some district schools may close, and closures are highly 
controversial. 

New York City is the only metropolitan area Bloomberg has named to 
receive his support, with the other 19 “being determined now.” 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
From Buckeye Charter School Boards, Inc. 
Board of Directors 
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CHARTERS REPRESENT MORE THAN 25% OF GRANT RECIPIENTS 

Ohio Lt. Governor Jon Husted recently announced the award of 
$13.5 million in grants to schools and districts through the 
Innovative Workforce Incentive Program.  The funds will be used to 
establish new programs for students to earn industry-recognized 
credentials in priority industry sectors.  Fifteen of the 54 grants were 
awarded to charter schools. 
“We’re fortunate to receive $162,000 for each of our three schools,” 
said Cordia Bishop, career and technical education director (CTE) for 
the Focus dropout prevention and recovery schools in Columbus.  
“Our students benefit by earning industry-recognized credentials -- 
increasing their earnings potential and fulfilling graduation 
requirements.  This grant allows Focus to add construction 
certifications to its career tech offerings.” 
Access the complete list of charter school award recipients on 
BCSB’s website:  https://www.buckeyecharterboards.org/schools 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

The Ohio House and Senate approved several priority bills as the year-end legislative session came to 
close, including one introduced to provide guidelines for blended learning.  Senate Bill 229 became a 
K-12 omnibus bill addressing several other education issues. 
The legislation was approved with an emergency clause, making it effective upon signature by Governor 
Mike DeWine.  The final version requires schools to integrate the study of economic and financial 
literacy into one or more existing social studies credits (or another appropriate class) for students who 
enter the ninth grade for the first time prior to July 1, 2022. 
It also exempts schools from retaining a student under the Third-Grade Reading Guarantee based solely 
on the student’s academic performance in reading, but permits retention if the student’s principal, 
reading teacher and parents/guardians agree that he or she is not prepared for fourth grade.  Senate 
Bill 229 also adds a charter school representative to the State Report Card Review Committee. 
For a brief summary of the bill’s key blended learning provisions, access the December issue of Amy 
Goodson Co., LLC’s Legal Update posted on BCSB’s website at:  
https://c5c1531c-2edf-4bf4-a5bc-3c63946df563.filesusr.com/ugd/
32a768_9b4c7f0b865242f4a65823efb6ca2ef9.pdf

Focus CTE Director Cordia Bishop celebrates 
the accomplishments of a justifiably proud 
student.

FAST FACT: 
Nearly 60% 
($2.47B) of $4.18 
billion in federal 
pandemic relief 
funds provided for 
in H.B. 169, just 
passed by the 
Ohio Senate and 
House, is allocated to education.   

NEED AN EXPERIENCED BOARD MEMBER 
FOR YOUR COLUMBUS CHARTER 
SCHOOL? 

Buckeye Charter School Boards loves to hear from its 
newsletter readers!  One recently expressed a willingness 
to serve on a charter school board in the Columbus area.  
Is your board in need of a new, yet experienced, member 
who recently attended the BCSB conference?  Send your 
request to:  info@buckeyecharterboards.org


