
 

April 2018:  News from the BCSB PR/Research Project – Sponsor supports 

an ongoing endeavor: 

Some of Ohio’s highest-performing sponsors – including Buckeye Community Hope 
Foundation (BCHF) – embrace their statutory “technical assistance” responsibilities 
beyond the basics. 
 
BCHF’s School Improvement (SI) Team, six individuals who provide school support, 
increased its focus and commitment to helping schools prepare for state assessments 
about four years ago with the implementation of the (PARCC) assessments. 
 
Although the PARCC assessments are no longer used in Ohio, the “next generation” of 
assessments represents a major shift in how student achievement is measured with a 
focus on reasoning, writing and thinking. 
 
“Each year, we get better and more in-tune with schools’ individual and collective 
needs,” said Dr. Carol Young, BCHF’s Accountability and School Improvement 
Department (SI) lead.  “It’s a year-round, never-ending effort.” 
 
“School-level data review is an essential component of our support,” she continued.  “To 
some extent, we’ve moved from asking schools ‘what do you need’ in terms of support, 
to ‘here’s what the data suggests your school needs.’” 
 
 “The SI team works in partnership with schools – providing meaningful technical 
assistance and serving as cheerleaders,” Young explained.  “In some cases, we’re 
coaching our schools to have confidence in their students’ abilities to perform well in 
the classroom and on assessments.” 
 
Strategic PD development opportunities, including 73 workshops offered this year to 
more than 1,500 participants as well as an annual student writing competition are well 
promoted – via BCHF’s monthly newsletter, website, annual catalog and emails.  Adding 
deep-dive data analysis to the mix, while promoting a “can do” mindset, further 
strengthens BCHF’s efforts as a high-performing charter school sponsor. 
 

 

 

Panel of BCHF School Leaders, pictured from 

left to right: 

Meg Colwell, Puritas Community Middle 

School; Fatih Sum, Horizon Science Academy 

Lorain; Leah Hammond, Horizon Science 

Academy Denison Elementary; Kelly Straight, 

Focus North High School; and Willie Banks, 

University Academy. 

 


