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Legislator, education stakeholders consider state report 
card overhaul  
 
A number of K-12 education stakeholders recently participated in an “interested 
party” meeting with State Rep. Mike Duffey (R-Worthington), who plans to 
introduce legislation that calls for dramatic changes to Ohio’s school report cards. 
 
Rep. Duffey believes that the state report cards do not accurately reflect the quality 
of educational opportunities provided to Ohio students and seeks to “rebuild 
confidence” in Ohio’s report cards with a major overhaul. 
 
His interest in the issue and his belief that changes are needed are based on 
feedback received from school districts located in his legislative district; however, 
he is eager to include all education stakeholders – including charters – in the 
discussion. 
 
Rep. Duffey drafted a bill based on school districts’ concerns, which he then sought 
feedback on from the Ohio School Boards Association, the Buckeye Association of 
School Administrators and the Ohio Association of School Business Officials.   The 
draft legislation and initial feedback then served as the basis for discussion of the 
issue with a broader group of education stakeholders, including Buckeye Charter 
School Boards, Inc. 
 
The most significant proposed change to Ohio’s school report cards is elimination of 
all letter grades.  Various metrics would continue to be reported, but not 
characterized beyond perhaps ranking them against other schools (though some 
stakeholders have concerns regarding the use of school rankings). 
 
Although it seems unlikely that any form of Rep. Duffey’s bill or priorities will pass 
this year, release of report cards for the 2017-2018 school year in September 2018 – 
which will include overall school grades for the first time since the multi-year 
implementation began – will likely spark continued conversation around the issue. 
 
Although Rep. Duffey’s service in the House will end at the end of 2018 (due to term 
limits), schools and districts will likely continue to voice concerns regarding the new 
report cards and those issues could potentially be addressed in the new legislative 
session and by the new governor to be sworn in early 2019. 
 
Buckeye Charter School Boards, Inc. will continue to monitor activity and 
discussion, and provide updates on any significant developments. 
 


