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NPR ASKS: WHERE ARE THE STUDENTS? 

As reported in Buckeye Charter School Boards’ Nov. 29 newsletter, charter 
schools across the nation and here in Ohio have experienced significant 
growth in enrollment – as traditional public-school enrollment has declined 
– against the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A recent investigation by National Public Radio (NPR) sheds additional light 
on enrollment trends and seeks to answer an important question: Where 
are the students?   

Beyond the shift to charter schools, the number of students being home 
schooled has increased.  Private school enrollment also rose, with the 
National Association of Independent Schools reporting growth of 1.7% for 
private, non-parochial schools.  Consistent with the national trend, Ohio’s 
homeschool participation has steadily increased over time, but that’s not the 
case for private school enrollment. 

About 215,000 
kids currently 
home school or 
attend private 
K-12 schools in 
Ohio according 
to an analysis 
by the USA 
TODAY Network 
Ohio Bureau. 

District 
enrollment 
losses were 
greatest among 
the youngest 
students, according to 
federal data which reveals a 13% drop in pre-K and kindergarten 
enrollment from the fall of 2019 to the fall of 2020.  Some families simply 
decided to delay the beginning of their kids’ academic journey for a year. 
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Where are the students — continued 
It also seems likely that increasing numbers of 
students simply dropped out of high school, forced 
to work to support their families fighting against 
survival and poverty.  Schools that offered flexible 
scheduling were more likely to retain students.   

Wise questions for charter board members and 
school leaders are: What adjustments should be 
made to better address students’ needs as the 
pandemic drags on, and what is the best way to 
make families aware of how your school is 
adapting to better serve students? 

Number of Ohio private school students

THE NEW YEAR IS A GREAT TIME 
TO TAKE A FRESH LOOK AT YOUR 
BOARD MEEINGS! 

The new calendar year is almost the half-way 
mark of the school year and a good time to 
“take stock” of your meetings.  Here are a few 
questions to prompt discussion of ways to keep 
your board meetings fresh, productive and 
engaging: 

Is attendance and, more important, 
participation at meetings high?  How would 
you rate communication at meetings? 
Is your school leader report based on goals 
for this school year?  What are the agreed 
upon benchmarks?  Does the report address 
progress (or lack thereof)? 
Does your board engage in strategic 
discussions on issues that could make a 
positive difference for your school and 
students, or solve an ongoing issue? 
Are you looking ahead and planning for a 
year-end self-evaluation and board retreat? 

These meetings are your meetings – you, the 
Board!   Make each one count toward a better 
school experience for your students, staff and 
families served! 

UPDATED OHIO CHARTER SCHOOL 
BOARD MEMBER ORIENTATION 
GUIDE AVAILABLE! 

Buckeye Charter 
School Boards’ 
Ohio Charter 
School Board 
Member 
Orientation Guide, 
which reflects 
changes included 
in the 2021 state 
budget bill, is an 
excellent resource 
for both new and 
veteran board 
members! 

The publication is 
available in 
electronic format 
on BCSB’s 
website; full color, 
comb-bound hard copies are also available.  
Click this link to order: 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/
wKvrWZ6 

BCSB loves to hear from those we serve!  Are there topics you’d like to see addressed in future newsletters?  
Do you have questions BCSB can help answer?  Is your board facing unique challenges BCSB can help you 
address?  BCSB is just an email away.  Reach out to us using our website contact form at https://
www.buckeyecharterboards.org/contact-us  or send an email to info@buckeyecharterboards.org. 
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